What Child Is This?

From Psalms, Hymns and Spirituals by Graham McKay

1865 Words: William Chatterton Dix 1837-1898
Music: Greensleeves Traditional English Melody, 16" Century

WHAT CHILD 18 THIS? "Today in the town of David a
William C, Dix (1837-1898) 16th Century English Air SaV|0r haS been bom tO you, He iS
Christ the Lord" - Luke 2:11
The tune for this Christmas

Arranged by Sir John Stainer (1840-1901)

WL e B s o e W e e i hymn is very significant and is
3. So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh, Come peas-ant, king, to own Him; known the world over as
. ﬁ = "Greensleeves."
T The melody is dated in the 1500's
during the reign of the famous King
Henry VIII.

Legend has it that King Henry may
have written the original lyrics. We

Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet, While shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear: for sin-ners here  The si - lent Word s plead - ing: do know that for many years

The King of kings, sal - \\ tion brings; Let lov - ing hearts en-throne Him.

T L[ "Greensleeves" was a drinking song,
9i€ lr—ﬁh H f l'—b #:Jgaﬁ: # :;LI ﬁ:#;| associated with pubs.
But for us the story begins at
Christmas, 1865 when William Dix

put to paper his thoughts about the
Christ child.
Pl priall phans Tl doseche The: Cicks: b hakae ot e B o William Chatterton Dix was
A A "3 j R < v R TR NSRS born in Bristol, England on June 14,
et = e e 3:4 1837, but spent most of his adult life
U o managing a marine insurance
company in Glasgow, Scotland. He
Gog [ o loved writing poetry much more
@Lr*—gﬁﬂ?_g 3‘- 35“ _iﬁ?w_?_i}ij—#_ﬂ than the insugrzfnce t);usiness.
Haste, haste  to bring Him lawd, The Babe, the Son  of Ma - ry! Actually, from birth, he was pushed
Hail, hail the Word made fesh, The Babe, the Son of Ma - ry! - - - -
Joy, ,0, for Christ is bom, The Babe, the Son__ of Ma - ry! to be a writer. His father insisted
d h E E that William be christened with the
5 middle name Chatterton, after one

of England's greatest poets.

William's father loved the writings of Chatterton and had written a biography of Chatterton. It was natural to
give his son that middle name.

William Dix wrote 40 hymns. "What Child Is This?" is the poem that made him famous. He worked hard
to develop his writing skills. He took college courses, read
classic literature, and did extensive study of recognized poets and their writings.

Study the words of this song carefully and see if you can appreciate the approach of Dix as it seems he
uses his imagination of visitors at the manger, wondering and ask-
ing, "Who Is This Child?"

We are thankful that some unknown Englishman joined Dix's lyrics with the charming "Greensleeve"
melody.



