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“With Uplifted Hand”  
The Triune Oath of  God  

 
INTRODUCTION: Certain questions concerning fulfilled and unfulfilled prophecy have long been disputed among 

Christians. Will Israel be restored? Or, Is God finished with Israel?  Is the church the fulfillment of the OT 

prophecies concerning the kingdom of God?  While this little paper is not intended to answer these questions in any 

depth, its aim is to give the reader certain foundational teaching concerning God's work of redemption for mankind 

as it relates to those questions. 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Have you ever wondered why the New Testament begins with these words: “The book 
of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  
(KJV) ?  This is no idle introduction, no clearing of throat by a speaker before he gets into his 

real messasge. Surely, it is because the Biblical revelation of God's plan of redemption for fallen 

mankind, indeed, for His whole creation, is bound up in three oaths which God made : 

ONE TO  ABRAHAM, 

ONE TO  DAVID,   AND  

ONE TO  JESUS CHRIST. 

The great and eternal importance of both the Oath of God and the Promiuses of 

God are emphasized for us in: 

Heb 6:13-18 "When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one 
greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14 saying, "I will surely bless you 
and give you many descendants"... Because God wanted to make the unchanging 
nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it 
with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us 
may be greatly encouraged.” (NIV emphasis added). 

THE TWO UNCHANGEABLE THINGS ARE: 

GOD’S PROMISE,  AND GOD’S OATH. 

The New Living Trans says: "God also bound himself with an oath, so that those 
who received the promise could be perfectly sure that he would never change his mind. 
18 So God has given us both his promise and his oath. These two things are 
unchangeable because it is impossible for God to lie."  (Heb 6:17-18, emphasis 
added.)  

I. GOD’S OATH TO ABRAHAM and his descendants—the Nation of Israel —This promise in Gen 

12:1-7, later confirmed by Oath, is referred to at least 65 times in the Bible. In the following 

pages we will quote just a few for the reader's convenience.  

First, the five-fold promise to Abraham 

Gen 12:1-7  "The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's 

household and go to the land I will show you."  

1.  "I WILL MAKE YOU INTO A GREAT NATION AND I WILL BLESS YOU;" 

2.  "I WILL MAKE YOUR NAME GREAT, AND YOU WILL BE A BLESSING."  

3.  "I WILL BLESS THOSE WHO BLESS YOU, AND WHOEVER CURSES YOU I WILL CURSE" 
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4.  "AND ALL PEOPLES ON EARTH WILL BE BLESSED THROUGH YOU." 

“ So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; . . . Abram was seventy-five years old when he 

set out from Haran. 5 He took his  wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, . . . and they set out for the land 

of Canaan, and they arrived there.". . . 

5. “The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "TO YOUR OFFSPRING I WILL GIVE THIS LAND." (Vs.7). 

THE PROMISE REPEATED 

1. Gen 13:14-17  "The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up 
your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the 
land  that  you  see  I  will  give to  you  and  your  offspring forever . . . 17 Go, 
walk through the length and breadth of the land,  for I am giving it to you." 

2. Gen 17:1-8  "When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him 
and said, "I am God Almighty; . . . 3 Abram fell facedown,  and  God  said  to him, . . . 
7 I will establish  my covenant  as an everlasting covenant between me and you 
and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the 
God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now 
an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after 
you; and I will be their God." 

3. Upon The Sacrifice of Isaac, The Promise becomes UNCONDITIONAL: 

Gen 22:16-18 "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have 
done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and 
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and 
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed 
me." 

4. Genesis 24:7  Abraham gives instructions to his servant to seek a wife for 
his son, Isaac "Abraham said. 7 "The  Lord,  the  God  of  heaven, . . . spoke to me 
and promised me on oath, saying, 'To your offspring I will give this land' ." 

5. GOD CONFIRMS TO ISAAC,  The Promise NOW UNCONDITIONAL:  Gen 
26:2-5   "The Lord appeared to Isaac and said . . ." 3 Stay in this land for a while, and 
I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give 
all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will 
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these 
lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 5 because 
Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees 
and my laws."  

6. The promise repeated to Jacob  Gen 28:10-15;   Gen 48:3-4. 

7. Joseph knew and believed the Oath and Promise: Gen 50:24-25 "Then 
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid 
and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob." 25 And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, 
"God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this 
place." 
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8. Exodus 6:8  God says to Israel, “And I will bring you to the land I swore with 
uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a 
possession. I am the LORD'" (NIV). 

9. Exodus 32:13, Moses’ prayer: “Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I 
promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'" 

10.Exodus 33:1 Go9d "Then the Lord said to Moses, ". . . go up to the land I 
promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your 
descendants.' 

11.Deut 6:23 "But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land 
that he promised on oath to our forefathers." 

12.1Chron 16:14-18,  Repeated word for word below in:  

13.Psalms 105:7-11 ""He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 15 
He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a thousand 
generations, 16 the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to 
Isaac. 17 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting 
covenant: 18 "To you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you will 
inherit".  

Some people say that God is finished with Israel and He will never restore them. They say 

that the Church is the “New Israel” and takes the place of the old Israel. They misapply Josh 

21:43-45 which says "The Lord gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their forefathers, . . . 

Not one of all the Lord's good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled." 

Then they wrongly conclude that there is nothing more for God to do for Israel.  

Yes, God fulfilled His promises to them up to that time, but there was still land to be 

possessed, - see Joshua 23:1-5, especially vs.5, and Judges 1:1-36, and the rest of that book. 

There was still much land to be taken. God's promises did not fail but Israel failed to believe and 

obey.  Furthermore, the Bible is full of prophecies that God would scatter Israel all over the earth 

but that they would eventually repent and then God would restore them to the land. An example 

is Amos 9:15 “I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have 

given them," says the LORD your God. (written more than 650 years after Joshua). 

“WITH UPLIFTED HAND”: 

It is instructive to note that the expression “swore with uplifted hand” is found in the 

NIV Bible TWELVE TIMES, being the literal Hebrew and so translated in the NIV. (NKJV has 

“Therefore He raised His hand in an oath . .”). FIVE Times it refers to God’s judgments which have 

been literally carried out, Ps 106:25-27; Ezek 20:15-20;  Ezek 20:22-25;    Ezek 36:5-7; Ezek 44:10-14. 

SEVEN TIMES the expression “swore with uplifted hand” is made concerning the 

promise of the land to Israel. Now if the judgments that God “swore with uplifted hand” were 

literally carried out, how dare anyone “spiritualize” the land promise and say it is not to be 

literally fulfilled also? 

Therefore we expect that those  SEVEN TIMES - according to the Hebrew text, and so 

translated by the NIV, and also in the Shona Bible - where God "swore with uplifted hand” to 

give them the land, shall also be fulfilled literally. 
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1. Ex 6:8 - see No 8 above  

2. Numbers 14:29-33 

3. In Nehemiah chapter 9 is the prayer of the small group of people who had come back 

from Babylon. It is a prayer of confession and repentance.  They plead with God on the basis of 

His oath, vs. 15 " . . . you told them to go in and take possession of the land you had 
sworn with uplifted hand to give them.”  

The next four times the phrase “Swore with uplifted hand”  is found in the book of 

Ezekiel, three times in chapter 20 and once in chapter 47.  Ezekiel was among the captives taken 

to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar.  He spoke of the judgements God was pouring and would 

continue to pour out upon rebellious Israel and also spoke beautifully of the eventual repentance 

and restoration of Israel to the land God had promised to Abraham.  The return of Israel to the 

land under Ezra and Nehemiah in no way fulfills these prophecies of Isaiah, Jerimiah and 

Ezekiel.  The ultimate fulfillment of these prophecies is tied in with the Second Coming of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.   

Ezekiel shows us that the restoration of Israel to the land is irrevocably tied to the Oath 

God swore to Abraham 

4. and 5.  God speaks to Israel in Ezekiel 20:5,6  “This is what the Sovereign 

LORD says: On the day I chose Israel, I swore with uplifted hand to the descendants 
of the house of Jacob and revealed myself to them in Egypt. With uplifted hand I said 
to them, "I am the LORD your God." 6 On that day I swore to them that I would bring 
them out of Egypt into a land I had searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, the most beautiful of all lands.”  (in the Helbrew, the phrase “with uplifted hand” 
actually occurs 3 times in these two verses, But in vs 6 the NIV simply condenses that 
phrase to “swore” ). 

Then in these chapters He tells Israel of their great sin, how He would scatter them among 

the nations of the world, and how He will punish them and eventually how they would repent and 

God would then restore them to the land He had promised. The Israelites are still to this day 

scattered among the nations and still in unbelief. 

6.   Ezek 20:40-44 speaks of their eventual repentance and restoration: “I will accept 
you as fragrant incense when I bring you out from the nations and gather you from the 
countries where you have been scattered, and I will show myself holy among you in the 
sight of the nations. 42 Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into 
the land of Israel, the land I had sworn with uplifted hand to give to your fathers. 
43 There you will remember your conduct and all the actions by which you have defiled 
yourselves, and you will loathe yourselves for all the evil you have done. 44 You will 
know that I am the LORD, when I deal with you for lmy name's sake and not according 
to your evil ways and your corrupt practices, O house of Israel, declares the Sovereign 
LORD.'"  

7. Then in Ezek 47:14 God foresees the time when they will be restored and tells them 

how they are to divide up the land,  “You are to divide it equally among them. Because I 
swore with uplifted hand to give it to your forefathers, this land will become your 
inheritance.” (written about 800 years after Joshua). 
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NEW TESTAMENT CONFIRMATION 

Romans 4:13 confirms that Abraham and his descendants shall inherit this 
earth!   

This eventual repentance and restoration of the nation of Israel—
prophesied multiple times in the OT—is confirmed in Rom 11:25-29  “I do not 
want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: 
Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has 
come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come 
from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 27 And this is my covenant with 
them when I take away their sins." 28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are 
enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account 
of the patriarchs, 29 for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.” NIV 

It is BECAUSE of all the above that the New Testament declares that Jesus 
Christ is the son of Abraham. He, Jesus Christ, as THE SEED of Abraham 
(Galatiions16), shall inherit and implement these promises to Abraham. 

All this is irrevocably connected to the fact that Jesus Christ is also the Son of 
David.  That will be adressed in the next lesson, GOD’S OATH TO DAVID: 

 


