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"Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; He is 

Christ the Lord" - Luke 2:11  

     The tune for this Christmas 

hymn is very significant and is 

known the world over as 

"Greensleeves."  

The melody is dated in the 1500's 

during the reign of the famous King 

Henry VIII.  

Legend has it that King Henry may 

have written the original lyrics. We 

do know that for many years 

"Greensleeves" was a drinking song, 

associated with pubs.  

     But for us the story begins at 

Christmas, 1865 when William Dix 

put to paper his thoughts about the 

Christ child.  

     William Chatterton Dix was 

born in Bristol, England on June 14, 

1837, but spent most of his adult life 

managing a marine insurance 

company in Glasgow, Scotland. He 

loved writing poetry much more 

than the insurance business. 

Actually, from birth, he was pushed 

to be a writer. His father insisted 

that William be christened with the 

middle name Chatterton, after one 

of England's greatest poets. 

William's father loved the writings of Chatterton and had written a biography of Chatterton. It was natural to 

give his son that middle name.  

     William Dix wrote 40 hymns. "What Child Is This?" is the poem that made him famous. He worked hard 

to develop his writing skills. He took college courses, read  

classic literature, and did extensive study of recognized poets and their writings.  

     Study the words of this song carefully and see if you can appreciate the approach of Dix as it seems he 

uses his imagination of visitors at the manger, wondering and ask-  

ing, "Who Is This Child?"  

     We are thankful that some unknown Englishman joined Dix's lyrics with the charming "Greensleeve" 

melody.  


