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HOW THE TIME HAS FLOWN !  I should have sent a 
newsletter weeks ago. Unfortunately, I cannot get an 
Internet connection here at Ruwa, so I have been putting 
it off because it necessitates taking off a whole morning 
to drive the many miles into town to a friends house to 
use his internet connection to send off an e-mail.   

FAMINE RELIEF :  You lovely people responded so 
generously to our appeal that I had to send out a notice 
to please stop sending funds specifically for that 
purpose.  We have enough on hands to take care of 

needs for yet another year or two. 

BINGA CHURCHES :   Last year we sent them 4-tons of 
corn and also spent an additional $2000 buying other 
necessary food items for some 57 needy families who 
had been severely affected by the drought. 

The Binga churches had, out of their poverty, among 
themselves, raised and contributed $386 to help feed the 
less fortunate among their number. 

JUST THIS MONTH (JULY 2016) I sent another load of 
corn to the 7 Binga churches where the need is greatest. 
We are able to buy this from farmers in our area who 
were not affected by the drought. I quote fom a letter 
they sent thanking all you who contributed. "The 
Churches were so thankful for your support which you made 
towards the starving brothers and sisters in Binga. It was due 
to the grace of God that made you save the innocent and 
starving souls who are facing a prolonged and persistent 
drought." 

HWANGE :  A coal mining township about 600 miles 
from us. Many of our church members there are 
employed in the mine but have not been paid for over 
two years except for being given a bit now and then. It is 
a small congregation with five families plus a number of 
other women and 2 widows, making a total of 31 souls.  

It is not practical to send food to them because of the 
high transport costs, so I am opening a pre-paid account 
for them with a local supermarket there in Hwange 
where they can then buy necessities. I will, this week 
make an initial bank transfer of $500 to that shop for that 
purpose.  They have organized a committee to purchase 
and distribute the food and other necessities they need. 

BUILDING PROJECTS:  BINGA: Floor Slab :  We thank 
the Lord that has finally been accomplished.  The total 
floor area was 4,340 sq.feet, 4 inches thick. It required 
120 bags of cement (100 lb. bags). The river sand 
needed was not hard to get—just send our 4-ton truck 
with a number of men and shovels to the nearest dry 
river bed. 

GRAVEL for the concrete mix is much more difficult to 
get.  We are not allowed to get it from the one river bed 
in this area that has good gravel, as the local government 
council has appropriated it. 

However, in a number of nearby areas there is river 
gravel mixed into the soil. I believe it was left there by 
the cataclysm of Noah's flood.  People in those areas dig 
it up with shovels, throw it up into the air and let the 
wind blow the dirt away as the gravel falls down. They 
keep doing this until most of the dirt is gone and they are 
left with a pile of gravel which they sell to anyone who 
needs concrete gravel.  Daniel then has to drive the 4-ton 
truck hither and yon to buy these little piles of gravel 
until he has a full load. Very often it is the old 

grandmothers who are making those piles of gravel ! 

ROOF TRUSSES;  We have finished fabrication of the 
roof trusses for the main part of the building and are 
almost finished with the smaller ones for the classroom 
and toilet wing but have run out of the necessary angle 
iron so will have to buy some more.  Life is often 
difficult because of the shortage of cash in this country. 
One may have money in the bank but can only get it out 
as cash in small quantities such as $100 or $300 a week 
and sometimes not at all. When I need to make a large 
purchase of building materials I have to first order the 
stuff, then go to my bank and fill out a bank transfer to 
their bank for the amount needed. But cannot collect the 
items until they confirm that the money is actually in 
their account, and this can take up to two more days !  

I hope within the next two weeks to take the trusses 
and the columns up to Binga.  It might require two 
lengthy trips with our 4-ton truck 

PREACHING THE WORD:  I have also been busy with 
teaching and preaching the Word.  Easter Camp and the 
Senior Camp back in March. Several week-long 
meetings at three congregations and a Camp meeting up 
in Binga.  Then there are tracts and other study materials 
to prepare and print.   

BIBLES: Purchased 100 Tonga Bibles, 50 Shona and 50 
English (NIV) Bibles at about $15 each but we distribute 
to our church members for $5 each.   

JOY'S HEALTH:  As many of you may already know, Joy 
suffered a number of small strokes, but the Lord blessed 
and she has completely recovered from them and is 
taking medication to prevent any reoccurrence Our 
daughters immediately rallied around and have been 
taking care of her. I thought I might have to return 
immediately, but the Lord has answered prayer for her, 
and, with her consent, I am to depart Zimbabwe 25 
August  to arrive back in the USA on the 26th. 

THE LORD RICHLY BLESS EACH OF YOU ! 

Robert & Joy Garrett     


