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Charles Wesley wrote 8,989 hymns (at least three times the
output of poet William Wordsworth). John and Charles
Wesley published 56 collections of hymns in 53 years.
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Charles Wesley (18 December 1707 - 29 March 1788) was
an English leader of the Methodist movement, son of Anglican clergyman and poet, Samuel Wesley. He was the
younger brother of Anglican clergyman, John Wesley, and
Anglican clergyman, Samuel Wesley (the Younger), and father of musician, Samuel Sebastian Wesley.
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The singing of hymns was not officially approved in the
Church of England until 1820 .
Eighteenth-century hymnbooks were usually only collections
of texts-they did not include musical notes. The first
American hymnal to join tunes with texts was not published
until 1831.
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Many early hymns contained more than a dozen stanzas.
Charles Wesley's "Soldiers of Christ, Arise," for example,
originally boasted 18 stanzas. His brother, John Wesley,
included only 12 ofthese in his 1780 hymn-book and he
divided them into 3 separate hymns.
Wesley ministered for part of his life in The New Room
Chapel in Bristol. His house, located nearby, can still be
Visited today.

